
Garfield Middle School  
In-Coming Grade 7 Summer Reading 2018 

Dear Parents, Guardians, Students, 

As you enjoy the lazy, hazy, days of summer at Garfield Middle School we would like to 

encourage all students to embrace summer reading! Research tells us that students who read 

during the summer avoid what is known as summer slide, the loss of academic skills and practice 

during the summer months. Studies show that students who don’t read over the summer lose 

as many as 3 months of instruction—that’s 1/3 of the year! Over time, children who don’t read 

over the summer are years behind, academically, than those who do read. 

Remember that e-readers, iPads, iPhones, and Android devices are places that can have the summer 

reading downloaded and carried to any place that you can take a traditional book! The free Open 

eBook app, access codes were given to students by their literature teachers. Grade 6 students 

received their Open eBook access codes from their 5th grade teachers. Some of our selections can 

also be enjoyed on audio books and used in conjunction with the text as well. The Garfield Public 

library also is a great resource for students and can have the titles as well. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER ASSIGNMENT: GRADE 7 

 ALL Students are required to read at least 2 books. They can be any of the choices on the 

eBook app along with the listing of books by grade level. 

 These two books will be counted towards the required reading for the first marking 

period. 

 Students will be expected to present a BOOK TALK about the books to the class. 

 Fill out the attached book talk form for each book to present to your literature teacher at 

the start of school. 

  Suggested reading lists are on gboe.org by grade level. The reading lists were created with 

student recommendations for that grade. 

 Once you complete the two books it is recommended that you read as much as possible 

during the summer! 

The attached book talk form will be given to your LITERATURE teacher on September 13, 2018. The 

assignments were explained and discussed in detail in class before the end of the school year. 

Students will be held accountable for the assigned reading during the first marking period. All work 

should be the students’ own work and not plagiarized from the internet or other sources. 

Happy reading! 

The Language Arts Department 
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Organizer: For Preparing a Book Talk 

This should be filled in for each book that is read. You will use it to 

create the book talk in September with your literature teacher. 

 

Attention-Getter (Quote from the book to hook the audience) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction (Title, Author, Genre) 

 

 

 

 

 

Body (Describe the plot, characters, conflict, themes, lessons learned without 

giving too much away!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion (Why you loved the book, and why other students should read it—be 

specific) 
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An example of a short Book Talk on The Graveyard Book by Neil 

Gaiman: 
 

 

(Attention-Getter) 

 “There was a hand in the darkness, and it held a knife.”   

(Intro) 

The Graveyard Book is a fictional novel by Neil Gaiman, who also wrote Coraline.  

(Body) 

In this book, Neil Gaiman tells the story of Nobody Owens, known as Bod.  On the night his 

parents are brutally murdered, 2 year old Bod calmly climbs out of his crib and toddles out 

of the house and into a nearby cemetery.  There he is adopted by Mr. and Mrs. Owens 

(childless and dead for 250 years!)  who gladly care for the child and protect him from 

harm. 

With loving ghostly parents, teachers, friends, and protectors, Bod grows from age two to 

fifteen in the graveyard.  He learns to read and do numbers, and he also learns some 

ghostly skills.  But not all the residents of the graveyard are friendly.  There are witches, 

ghouls and creatures and let’s not forget Jack – the evil fiend who is out to finish the job 

he started. 

(Conclusion) 

Filled with great illustrations, this is a funny, exciting and suspenseful story.  How will Bod 

survive?  Or will he?  Can his loving family and friends really protect him from the evil 

Jack?  This delightfully gruesome and very English tale will certainly appeal to both boys 

and girls who like adventure stories, suspense and some action. The Graveyard Book won 

the Newbery Award in 2009, and the awards said that the book is a “delicious mix of 
murder, fantasy, humour and human longing,” according to Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High 

School Librarian for The Washington Evergreen Young Adult Book Award, 2011 
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RECOMMENDED READING BY GRADE 7 STUDENTS: 

Nonfiction 

Alive: Airplane Crash in the Andes Mountains – Scott Werther –On October 12, 1972, a plane 

carrying a team of young rugby players crashed into the remote, snow-peaked Andes. Out of the 

forty-five original passengers and crew, only sixteen made it off the mountain alive. For ten 

excruciating weeks they suffered deprivations beyond imagining, confronting nature head-on at its 

most furious and inhospitable. And to survive, they were forced to do what would have once been 

unthinkable ...This is their story -- one of the most astonishing true adventures of the twentieth 

century. Level R 

I am Malala - Malala Yousafzai-I Am Malala is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global 

terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and 

encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for 

their daughter in a society that prizes sons. Level Y 

Tell - Nora McClintock -In this book from the "Orca Soundings" series, all evidence points to 

sixteen-year-old David when his stepfather is shot and killed. The lies he tells the police further 

implicate him until the truth about the past comes out. Level Y 

Marley and Me – John Grogan John and Jenny were just beginning their life together. Then they 

brought home Marley, a wiggly yellow fur ball of a puppy. Life would never be the same. Marley 

grew into a barreling, ninety-seven-pound steamroller of a Labrador retriever. He crashed through 

screen doors, gouged through drywall, and stole women's undergarments. Obedience school did no 

good — Marley was expelled. But just as Marley joyfully refused any limits on his behavior, his love 

and loyalty were boundless, too. Marley remained a model of devotion, even when his family was at 

its wit's end. Unconditional love, they would learn, comes in many forms. Level Z 

Fiction 

The One and Only Ivan-Katherine Applegate-Having spent twenty-seven years behind the glass 

walls of his enclosure in a shopping mall, Ivan has grown accustomed to humans watching him. He 

hardly ever thinks about his life in the jungle. Instead, Ivan occupies himself with television, his 

friends Stella and Bob, and painting. But when he meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from the wild, 

he is forced to see their home, and his art, through new eyes. Winner of the 2013 Newbery Medal 

and a #1 New York Times bestseller. Level S 

Holes - Louis Sachar-Stanley Yelnats is under a curse. A curse that began with his no-good-dirty-

rotten-pig-stealing-great-great-grandfather and has since followed generations of Yelnatses. Now 

Stanley has been unjustly sent to a boys’ detention center, Camp Green Lake, where the boys build 

character by spending all day, every day digging holes exactly five feet wide and five feet deep. 

There is no lake at Camp Green Lake. But there are an awful lot of holes. It doesn’t take long for 

Stanley to realize there’s more than character improvement going. Newbery Medal and National 

Book Award! Level V 

Scat- Carl Hiaasen –Bunny Starch, the most feared biology teacher ever, is missing. She disappeared 

after a school field trip to Black Vine Swamp. And, to be honest, the kids in her class are relieved. 
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But when the principal tries to tell the students that Mrs. Starch has been called away on 

a "family emergency," Nick and Marta just don't buy it. No, they figure the class 

delinquent, Smoke, has something to do with her disappearance. Level W 

The Underneath - Kathi Appelt-A calico cat, about to have kittens, hears the lonely howl of a 

chained-up hound deep in the backwaters of the bayou. She dares to find him in the forest, and the 

hound dares to befriend this cat, this feline, this creature he is supposed to hate. They are an 

unlikely pair, about to become an unlikely family. Ranger urges the cat to hide underneath the 
porch, to raise her kittens there because Gar-Face, the man living inside the house, will surely use 

them as alligator bait should he find them. But they are safe in the Underneath...as long as they stay 

in the Underneath. Kittens, however, are notoriously curious creatures. Level Y 

Freak the Mighty- Rodman Philbrick –Two boys – a slow learner stuck in the body of a teenage 

giant and a tiny Einstein in leg braces – forge a unique friendship when they pair up to create one 

formidable human force.  Level W 

Three Times Lucky - Sheila Turnage  -Rising sixth grader Miss Moses LoBeau lives in the small 

town of Tupelo Landing, NC, where everyone's business is fair game and no secret is sacred. She 

washed ashore in a hurricane eleven years ago, and she's been making waves ever since. Although 

Mo hopes someday to find her "upstream mother," she's found a home with the Colonel--a café 

owner with a forgotten past of his own--and Miss Lana, the fabulous café hostess. She will protect 

those she loves with every bit of her strong will and tough attitude. So when a lawman comes to 

town asking about a murder, Mo and her best friend, Dale Earnhardt Johnson III, set out to uncover 

the truth in hopes of saving the only family Mo has ever known. Newbery honor winner, New York 

Times bestseller, Edgar Award Finalist, and E.B. White Read-Aloud Honor book.  Level W 

Fish in a Tree – Linda Mullaly Hunt -- Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. 

Every time she lands in a new school, she is able to hide her inability to read by creating clever yet 

disruptive distractions.  She is afraid to ask for help; after all, how can you cure dumb? However, 

her newest teacher Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath the trouble maker. With his 

help, Ally learns not to be so hard on herself and that dyslexia is nothing to be ashamed of. As her 

confidence grows, Ally feels free to be herself and the world starts opening up with possibilities. 

She discovers that there’s a lot more to her—and to everyone—than a label, and that great minds 

don’t always think alike.  Level W 

The Crossover – Kwame Alexander -Josh and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. 

But Josh has more than basketball in his blood. He's got mad beats too, beats that tell his family's 

story in verse. But both brothers must come to grips with growing up, on and off the court, as they 

realize breaking the rules can come at a terrible price, resulting in a game-changer for their entire 
family, Level Z 

The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants – Ann Brashares – Once there was a pair of pants. Just an 

ordinary pair of jeans. But these pants, the Traveling Pants, went on to do great things. This is the 

story of the four friends—Lena, Tibby, Bridget, and Carmen—who made it possible. Level Z+ 
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Realistic Fiction 

I Survived Hurricane Katrina, 2005 – Lauren Tarshis -The horror of Hurricane Katrina 

is brought vividly to life in this fictional account of a boy, a dog, and the storm of the 

century. Level S  

Bridge to Terabithia- Katherine Patterson -Gripping, relatable, and very emotional, this powerful 

tale touches hearts with its wonderful portrayal of love and friendship. Level U 

Auggie & Me - R.J. Palacio –These stories are an extra peek at Auggie before he started at Beecher 

Prep and during his first year there. Readers get to see him through the eyes of Julian, the bully; 

Christopher, Auggie’s oldest friend; and Charlotte, Auggie’s new friend at school. Together, these 

three stories are a treasure for readers who don’t want to leave Auggie behind when they finish  

Wonder. Level V 

Counting by 7s – Holly Goldberg Sloan –Willow Chance is a 12-year-old genius, obsessed with 

nature and diagnosing medical conditions, who finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been 

easy for her to connect with anyone other than her adoptive parents, but that hasn't kept her from 

leading a quietly happy life…until now. Level W 

Goodbye Stranger- Rebecca Stead – Bridge is an accident survivor who's wondering why she's still 

alive. Emily has new curves and an almost-boyfriend who wants a certain kind of picture. Tabitha 

sees through everybody's games—or so she tells the world. The three girls are best friends with 

one rule: No fighting. Can it get them through seventh grade? Level X 

The Honest Truth - Dan Gemeinhart- In all the ways that matter, Mark is a normal kid. He's got a 

dog named Beau and a best friend, Jessie. He likes to take photos and write haiku poems in his 

notebook. He dreams of climbing a mountain one day. But in one important way, Mark is not like 

other kids at all. Mark is sick. The kind of sick that means hospitals and treatments. The kind of sick 

some people never get better from. So Mark runs away. He leaves home with his camera, his 

notebook, his dog, and a plan to reach the top of Mount Rainier — even if it's the last thing he ever 

does. Level W 

Graphic Novels 

The Stonekeeper (Amulet Series #1) – Kazu Kibuishi –Graphic novel star Kazu Kibuishi creates a 

world of terrible, man-eating demons, a mechanical rabbit, a giant robot --- and two ordinary 

children on a life-or-death missionLevel Q 

Smile/ Sisters/ Drama - Raina Telgemeier – Smile, her graphic novel based on her webcomic is a 

2010 Boston Globe-Horn Book Award Honor title. This is the first time a graphic novel has been 

nominated for or won this award. Smile was a 2010 New York Times Book Review Editor's Choice, a 

Kirkus Reviews Best Book of 2010,a 2011 ALA Notable Children's Book, a 2011 YALSA Top 10 Great 

Graphic Novels for Teens pick, and a Children's Choice Book Award Finalist. In 2011, the book won 

the Eisner Award for Best Publication for Teens. 

Drama won the 2013 Stonewall Book Award Honor from the American Library Association. 

Level T, R, U 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smile_(graphic_novel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston_Globe-Horn_Book_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Times_Book_Review
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kirkus_Reviews
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ALA_Notable_Children%27s_Book
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YALSA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eisner_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stonewall_Book_Award
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Roller Girl - Victoria Jamieson – For most of her 12 years, Astrid has done everything 

with her best friend, Nicole. But when Astrid falls in love with roller derby and signs up 

for derby camp,  Nicole chooses to go to dance camp. And so begins the most difficult 

summer of Astrid's life as she struggles to keep up with the older girls at camp, hang on to the 

friend she feels slipping away, and cautiously embark on a new friendship. As the end of summer 

nears and her first roller derby bout (and junior high!) draws closer, Astrid realizes that maybe she 

is strong enough to handle the bout, a lost friendship, and middle school. In short, she's strong 

enough to be a roller girl. Level W 

Out from Boneville (Bone Series #1) – Jeff Smith –In Out from Boneville, volume 1 of this 9-book 

epic, the three Bone cousins — Fone Bone, Phoney Bone, and Smiley Bone — are separated and lost 

in a vast, uncharted desert. One by one, they find their way into a deep, forested valley filled with 

wonderful and terrifying creatures. Eventually, the cousins are reunited at a farmstead run by 

tough Gran'ma Ben and her spirited granddaughter Thorn. But little do the Bones know, there are 

dark forces conspiring against them, and their adventures are only just beginning! Level W 

Wonderstruck - Brian Selznick – Ben and Rose secretly wish their lives were different. Ben longs 

for the father he has never known. Rose dreams of a mysterious actress whose life she chronicles in 

a scrapbook. When Ben discovers a puzzling clue in his mother's room and Rose reads an enticing 

headline in the newspaper, both children set out alone on desperate quests to find what they are 

missing. Level W 

Fantasy 

Poppy - Avi –Poppy, a timid dormouse, is a loyal, obedient subject of Ocax, the hoot owl who rules 

Dimwood Forest — until she sees Ocax devour her fiance. To prove that the intimidating ruler who 

promised to protect mice is a phony, Poppy embarks on a dangerous and eye-opening quest, which 

ends with her one-on-one battle with Ocax. Level S 

Tree Castle Island – Jean Craighead George –Fourteen-year-old Jack Hawkins sets out in a 

handmade canoe for the legendary Okefenokee Swamp but after several idyllic days of exploring, 

he's hit with some bad luck. He can't find his way home, and he runs into a hungry alligator who 

takes a bite out of his canoe. When he pulls up to a remote island, he finds another surprise: a 

mystery that will reach far into his own past . . . and force him to question the world he's left behind. 

Level T 

The BFG - Roald Dahl –Kid snatched from her orphanage by a BFG (Big Friendly Giant), who spends 

his life blowing happy dreams to children, Sophie concocts a plan with him to save the world from 

nine other man-gobbling canny bull giants. Level U 

Percy Jackson's Greek Gods – Rick Riordan –The son of Poseidon adds his own magic and sarcastic 

asides, to the classics in this collection of myths, retold in Percy's unique voice. He explains how the 

world was created, then gives readers his personal take on a who's who of ancients, from Apollo to 

Zeus, and he doesn't hold back. Dramatic full-color illustrations throughout by Caldecott honoree 

John Rocco make this volume as stunning to look at as it is entertaining to read. Level V 

Gossamer – Lois Lowry – Littlest One is a tiny creature slowly learning her job of giving dreams to 

humans. Each night she and her teacher, Thin Elderly, visit an old woman’s home where she softly 
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touches beloved objects, gathering happy memories, and drops of old scents and sounds. 

Littlest One pieces these bits together and presents them to her sleeping human in the 

form of pleasant dreams. But the dreaded Sinisteeds, dark fearsome creatures that 

plague their victims with nightmares, are always at work against the dream givers. When the old 

woman takes in John, an angry foster child with a troubled past, the Sinisteeds go after him with 

their horrifying nightmares. Can Littlest One, and her touch light as gossamer, protect John’s heart 

and soul from the nightmare of his dark past? Level V 

Red Queen/ Glass Sword (series) - Victoria Aveyard –Mare Barrow's world is divided by blood; 

those with common Red blood serve the Silver-blooded elite, who are gifted with superhuman 

abilities. Mare is a Red, scraping by as a thief in a poor, rural village, until a twist of fate throws her 

in front of the Silver court. Before the king, princes, and all the nobles, she discovers she has an 

ability of her own. To cover up this impossibility; the king forces her to play the role of a lost Silver 

princess and betroths her to one of his own sons. As Mare is drawn further into the Silver world, 

she risks everything and uses her new position to help the Scarlet Guard, a growing Red rebellion, 

even as her heart tugs her in an impossible direction. One wrong move can lead to her death, and in 

the dangerous game she plays, the only certainty is betrayal. 

The electrifying second installment in the Red Queen series escalates the struggle between the 

growing rebel army and the blood-segregated world they've always known, and pits Mare against 

the darkness that has grown in her soul.  Level Z, Z 

 

Historical Fiction 

Sounder - William H. Armstrong-Winner of the Newbery Medal and an acknowledged landmark in 
children's literature, Sounder traces the keen sorrow and abiding faith of a poor African-American 
boy in the 19th-century South.  Level T 

One Crazy Summer - Rita Williams-Garcia –Eleven-year-old Delphine has it together. Even though 
her mother, Cecile, abandoned her and her younger sisters, Vonetta and Fern, seven years ago. Even 
though her father and Big Ma will send them from Brooklyn to Oakland, California, to stay with 
Cecile for the summer. And even though Delphine will have to take care of her sisters, as usual, and 
learn the truth about the missing pieces of the past. Level T 

Bud, Not Buddy - Christopher Paul Curtis –It's 1936, in Flint, Michigan. Ten-year-old Bud may be a 
motherless boy on the run, but he's on a mission. His momma never told him who his father was, 
but she left a clue: posters of Herman E. Calloway and his famous band, the Dusky Devastators of 
the Depression! Bud's got an idea that those posters will lead to his father. Once he decides to hit 
the road and find this mystery man, nothing can stop him. Level T 

The War that Saved My Life -  Kimberly Brubaker Bradley-Nine-year-old Ada has never left her 
one-room apartment. Her mother is too humiliated by Ada s twisted foot to let her outside. So when 
her little brother Jamie is shipped out of London to escape the war, Ada doesn’t t waste a minute; 
she sneaks out to join him. So begins a new adventure of Ada, and for Susan Smith, the woman who 
is forced to take the two kids in.  Level O 
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Esperanza Rising – Pam Munoz Ryan –Esperanza thought she'd always live with her 
family on their ranch in Mexico--she'd always have fancy dresses, a beautiful home, and 
servants. But a sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to California during 

the Great Depression, and to settle in a camp for Mexican farm workers. Esperanza isn't ready for 
the hard labor, financial struggles, or lack of acceptance she now faces. When their new life is 
threatened, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her difficult circumstances--Mama's life, and 
her own, depend on it. Level V 

Echo - Pam Munoz Ryan –Lost and alone in a forbidden forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters 
and suddenly finds himself entwined in a puzzling quest involving a prophecy, a promise, and a 
harmonica. Decades later, Friedrich in Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, and Ivy in California each, in 
turn, become interwoven when the very same harmonica lands in their lives. All the children face 
daunting challenges: rescuing a father, protecting a brother, holding a family together. Level Y 

The Book Thief- Markus Zusak –It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death 
has never been busier, and will become busier still. 
 Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for 
herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the help of her 
accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors 
during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement. Level Z 
 

Forge– Laurie Halse Anderson – The Colonial Army was shaped and strengthened by the desperate 

circumstances of the Valley Forge winter. This is also where Curzon the boy becomes Curzon the 

young man. In addition to the hardships of soldiering, he lives with the fear of being discovered, for 

he is an escaped slave passing for a free man. And then there is Isabel, who is also at Valley Forge, 

against her will. As the story builds to its exciting conclusion, she and Curzon have to sort out the 

tangled threads of their friendship while figuring out what stands between the two of them and true 

freedom. Level Z 

 

Half Brother – Kenneth Oppel –For thirteen years, Ben Tomlin was an only child but all that 

changes when his mother brings home Zan — an eight-day-old chimpanzee. 

Ben's father, a renowned behavioral scientist, has uprooted the family to pursue his latest research 

project: a high-profile experiment to determine whether chimpanzees can acquire advanced 

language skills. Ben's parents tell him to treat Zan like a little brother. Ben reluctantly agrees. At 

least now he's not the only one his father's going to scrutinize Level  Z 

Finding Zasha - Rando Barrow –Randi Barrow is back with another gripping heroic World War II 

story about a boy and his best friend, a German shepherd! In 1941, the Germans began the long, 

bloody siege of Leningrad. During the chaos, twelve-year-old Ivan is sent to live with relatives when 

his mother's job is moved to the mountains. But it is a long and dangerous journey to get out of 

Leningrad. After settling into a new town it falls under Nazi occupation and Ivan is picked by Axel 

Recht, an especially heinous soldier, to come work for the Nazis. One of Ivan's more pleasant tasks 

is to train Alex's dogs. Yet Ivan is determined to use his position to undermine the Nazis and rescue 

the dogs. Level Z. 


